Contemporary Personalities
with an unusual knowledge of all sorts and conditions of men.                                                              •
A constant but manly and independent association with the Court has, perhaps, added a little to "^ the mundanity without in the slightest degree sapping the spirituality of his mind. Indeed, a very real simplicity has been the ruling feature of his life; and this same quality has strongly marked his public utterances. His sermons are packed with sober sense. Their embellishments are drawn from the least recondite of poets and philosopher. And yet, unpretentious as he is, he has produced a magnum opus. For the long series of Reports on the Lambeth Conferences shows the impress of his hand throughout, bearing witness to an outlook upon Church affairs at once sane, spiritual, and coherent.
From Lambeth to Westminster i£ a sjiort journey. <? No figure is more familiar in the House of Lords than the Archbishop's. The attendance of Bishops in the Chamber has, on the whole, diminished. But the Archbishop is seldom missing from his place when any of those subjects falls under discussion— social, moral, or religious—in which the Church of England is interested. He himself would be the last man in the world to claim the gift of oratory. But he is always lucid. He is always master of his facts. He is always careful to injure in his canny presentation no single cause of which he is trustee. And he is more influential in the House of Lords than some of his predecessors who have been equipped with more showy gifts.                                                     .
I  have  already laid  stress  upon  the  practical shrewdness by which he is marked.   Many matters,
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